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Mass Intentions 

Sun. Dec 15 8:00 am +Ron Ruder 

Wed. Dec 18 7:30 am Poor Souls in Purgatory 

Sun. Dec 22 8:00 am 
L/D John & Agnes            

Pfannenstiel family 

Tue. Dec 24 7:00 pm 
+Norbert, Betty & Brandon 

Leiker 

Servers 

Sun Dec 15 Cali Richmeier & Rafe Richmeier 

Sun Dec 22 Makailyn Leiker & Rexton Leiker 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

Sun Dec 15 Lilly B, John M, Tony S, Deacon Steve 

Sun Dec 22 Jenalyn L, Nathan L, Josh W, Michelle W. 

 Lectors Offertory Gifts 

Sun Dec 15 Josh Waddell Frank & Paulette Seib 

Sun Dec 22 Tina Waddell Rich & Sherri Ruder 

Greeters 

Sun Dec 15 Wilbert Gross 

Sun Dec 22 Linda Gross 

Collection Team 

Sunday, December 15 

Jerry Gross, Brian Pfannenstiel, Glenn Stramel, Randy Werth 

Sunday, December 22 

Jason Carter, Rich Ruder, Blake Spencer,  

Brandon Zimmerman 

From the Desk of Cody Marintzer 

Tithe ~ Stewardship of Treasure  

 

 

Envelopes $2,060.00 

Loose $59.00 

Total $2,119.00 

Traveling Chalice for Vocations 

Sunday, December 15 Darold & Evelyn Younker 

Sunday, December 22 Jason & Rose Carter 

The Difference Between Joy and Happiness 
From Catholic exchange: September 27, 2004 

By definition, happiness is a response to happenstance, 
contentment, good luck, prosperity, or good fortune. Happi-
ness is also a reaction to pleasure; one can be happy 
when eating ice cream, reading a good book, receiving a 
promotion at work, or experiencing anything pleasurable. 
The antonym of happiness is “sadness.” The most eluci-
dating definition of happiness, however, is this: an emotion 
experienced when in a state of well-being. Emotions are 
generally natural responses to outside influences that we 
do not control or will. That means that a rich or powerful 
man might be happy, but not necessarily joyful. Having 
sufficient material goods, as philosophers and moral theo-
logians from Aristotle onward have pointed out, is not 
enough to satisfy the infinite longings of the human heart. 
Happiness is easily taken away when the “state of well-
being” ceases; in times of hardship, trial, or need, happi-
ness seems elusive. Something more satisfying is needed 
than the mere pleasure or contentment associated with 
happiness. 

Joy, in contrast, is defined as an intense and especially 
ecstatic or exultant happiness or the expression of such 
feelings.  Joy has several deeper meanings than happi-
ness, which are further clarified in Holy Scriptures. In the 
Bible, joy can mean: 

1. The response of the soul to a great and wonderful 
discovery, such as truth or communion with God. 

Luke 1:44 — For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 

Luke 15:7 — I say to you, that even so there shall be joy in 
heaven upon one sinner that doth penance, more than 
upon ninety-nine just who need not penance. 

2. A personal fullness or sense of completeness in 
one’s entire life. 

John 15:11 — These things I have spoken to you, that My 
joy may be in you, and your joy may be filled. (cf. also Jn 
17:13) 

3. A deep peace which comes from the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit within a person, and lasts despite hard-
ship. 

John 16:22 — So also you now indeed have sorrow; but I 
will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice; and your 
joy no man shall take from you. 

Romans 15:13 — Now the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing; that you may abound in hope, and 
in the power of the Holy Ghost. 

Corinthians 8:2 — That in much experience of tribulation, 
they have had abundance of joy; and their very deep pov-
erty hath abounded unto the riches of their simplicity. 

4. The fruit of faith, hope, and love. 

Hebrews 10:34 — For you both had compassion on them 
that were in bands, and took with joy the being stripped of 
your own goods, knowing that you have a better and a last-

         Holy Day 

Envelopes  $215.00 

Loose         $121.00 

Total          $336.00 
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Mike Suppes, Special Intentions, Becky Rob-
ben, Maya Gottschalk, Carla Meier, Terry 
Hauschel, Theo Leiker, Chris Brull, Carol 
Carter, Parishioners in Health Care Facilities.               

        Drop requests in the collection basket or let Lilly know.      
                                                                                                                                                 
Please let Lilly know when the intention can be removed. 

Events in the Heartland 

 

Bible Reflection ~ Stewardship Goal                                                   

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and peti-

tion, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to 

God.” (PHILIPPIANS 4:6) St. Paul reminds us that God is an 

abundant God – He is the ultimate giver of gifts. He promises 

to give us all that we need. Remember, that we are created in 

God’s image and likeness. We, too, are made to be generous 

with all of our gifts as well. Placing our trust in God frees us 

from being a slave to possessions. It allows us to gratefully 

and generously share ourselves and our goods with others. 

 

Family Perspective     …Bud Ozar  

Today’s gospel tells us to SHARE! This Christmas resist 

the pressure to give token gifts. Instead, use those funds to 

give NESSITITIES to the poor. If our impoverished brothers 

and sisters are not on our gift list, we’ve missed the point of 

Christmas 

 

CHRISTMAS BANQUET - The Sunflower Chapter of the 

American Historical Society of Germans from Russia will be 

having their annual Christmas Banquet on Sunday, Dec. 15, 

at Noon at the Kennedy Cafeteria. Tickets are $20.00 a 

plate for a traditional German meal. This fundraiser helps 

the local chapter in various ways. The guest speaker is Dr. 

Eric Schmaltz from Northwestern Oklahoma State Universi-

ty, professor of History and Social Studies Department 

Chair. His talk will be on “Germans from Russia Holiday Tra-

ditions.” To purchase a meal ticket, contact Kevin at the St. 

Joseph Parish office, or text at 785-656-0329. Tickets must 

be purchased no later than Dec. 9. 

Anointing of the Sick will be administered this morning 

following Mass. 

Confessions & Holy Hour here at St. Francis of Assisi 

today, beginning at 2:00 pm. 

Retirement Fund for Religious – Women and men 
religious offer gratitude. “Sincere thanks to the donors 
of the Retirement Fund for Religious. I hope we meet, if 
not in this world, then in the next,” says Sister Teresa 
Korycka, 81, of the Sisters Servants of May Immaculate. 
Your gift impacts over 24,000 senior women and men 
religious, providing them a dignified retirement.  

The “Little Town of Bethlehem” nativity at St. Boniface 

Catholic Church, Vincent will be open for visitors on 

Sundays Dec. 8th, 15th, 22nd, as well as Christmas Day. 

All times are 1-5pm. Appointments can also be made at 

any other time by calling Carol at 785-735-9282. St. Boni-

face Catholic Church is located 5.5 miles south of Victoria 

and two miles east.  

We welcome Beau Taylor Spencer, son of 

Blake & Kenna Spencer who will baptized at 

Mass this morning.  

Even if these verses are translated in some editions with 
the word “happiness” instead of “joy,” the deeper mean-
ing is clear; these situations are not related to prosperity 
or good luck but true goodness that brings lasting peace. 

The Catechism also discusses the nature of joy and hap-
piness. Paragraph 1723 teaches us “that true happiness 
is not found in riches or well-being, in human fame or 
power, or any human achievement…or indeed in any 
creature, but in God alone, the source of every good and 
of all love.” In other words, temporal happiness is not 
enough to satisfy us; we long for the “joy of the 
Lord” (CCC 1720). Recognizing that God is our Creator 
and that we rely totally on Him is a “source of wisdom 
and freedom, of joy and confidence” (CCC 301). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2025 Offering Envelopes are at the entrances. Please do 

not begin using these until January. Thank you! 

 

tel:735-9282


Sunday, December 15, 2024 ~ Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Catholic School News 

Holy Family Elementary 

 Mandy Meagher Principal 

(785) 625-3131 

Dec 16 Reconciliation Grades 3rd - 5th 

Dec 20 Last Day of School—Half Day, dismiss at 11:00. 

No lunch, bus service or After School Care/ 

 

Thomas More Prep- Marian 
Chad Meitner, Principal 

Melissa Schoepf, Jr. High Assistant Principal 

(785) 625-6577 

You can support HFE by recycling your aluminum cans in 

our trailer across the street North of the school/church in the 

small gravel parking lot on 19th! Simply bring by a trash bag 

of them to drop off anytime!  

Dec 19 JH Last Day—Dismiss at 1 pm 

HS Finals 1/2 Day Dismiss at 12 pm 

Christmas at the Grotto 6—8 pm 

The end of the calendar year is fast approaching. If 

you are considering a year-end donation, please 

keep St. Francis of Assisi Parish in mind. These 

unexpected donations and your ongoing support 

are greatly appreciated. May the Lord bless you 

abundantly for your generosity.  

A note from a parishioner moving away: 

I a sorry to have to write this, but it is necessary for me to 
move closer to my family. In 33 years, I have learned so 
much from the parishioners; how to make bierocks, ku-
chen and lots of church information. I wish it wasn’t nec-
essary to move. I will keep all of you in my heart.  Pray for 
me. 

My new address is Seyona Roda 2970 NW 91st Terrace, 
Kansas City, MO 64154 - (785)-650-2028 
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IHM - Communal Reconciliation Service. 3:00pm 

Munjor - Holy Hour/Confessions, 2:00pm 

December 16, 2024 - (Mon.) 

IHM – Posadas at 7:00 p.m. in the HFE Activity Center 

December 17, 2024 - (Tues.) 

St. Nicholas - Advent Adoration/Confessions, 7:00pm 

IHM – Posadas at 7:00 p.m. in the HFE Activity Center 

December 18, 2024 - (Wed.) 

IHM – Posadas at 7:00 p.m. in the HFE Activity Center 

December 19, 2024 - (Thur.) 

IHM – Posadas at 7:00 p.m. in the HFE Activity Center 

St. Joseph - Adoration 7:00m - 7:30pm 

St. Joseph - Confessions 12:00 - 1:00pm & 4:30-7:30 pm 

December 20, 2024 - (Fri.) 

IHM – Posadas at 7:00 p.m. in the HFE Activity Center 

December 21, 2024 - (Sat.) 

IHM – Posadas at 7:00 p.m. in the HFE Activity Center 

December 22, 2024 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

IHM – Posadas at 7:00 p.m. in the HFE Activity Center 

December 23, 2024 - (Mon.) 

IHM – Posadas at 7:00 p.m. in the HFE Activity Center 

December 24, 2024 - (Tues.) Christmas Eve  

Antonino - 4:00pm 

IHM - 4:00pm & 10:00pm (Bilingual)  

Munjor - 7:00pm 

Schoenchen - 6:00pm 

St. Joe’s- 5:00pm, 11:30pm Choir Music, Mass at Midnight 

St. Nicholas - 5:00pm 

December 25, 2024 - (Wed.) Christmas Day  

CCC - 9:00am 

IHM - 9:00am, & 12:00pm Spanish (No evening Mass) 

St. Catharine - 9:00am 

St. Joseph - 7;30am, 10:30am 

St. Nicholas - 9:30am 

December 26, 2024 - (Thurs.) 

IHM - No Masses or Confessions  

 

Monarch For A Day. Thursday, January 16th 8 am - noon. 

Open to any 5th - 8th grader. Lunch included & transporta-

tion provided upon request. To register contact Melissa 

Schoepf 785-625-6577 
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